CONCLUSION

which the command of that machinery de-
pends,. The West has invented, if not science,
the applied sciences, and m so doing has
made the externals of life, for the well-to-do
at any rate, and perhaps also, when all is said,
for the poor, immensely more comfortable
than they have ever been before It has
made it possible for a much greater number of
people to live on a given area, but at the same
time it has almost destroyed the beauty of
life and the faculty of disinterested contem-
plation It is not really ci editable, in the
West, to be anything but a man of business,
in the widest sense of the term; to live in any
\\ay which cannot be shown directly or in-
directly to increase the comforts and facilities
of life or dimmish its detriments This, of
course, is especially true of the new countries,
where there are no traditions and no ancient
culture; but it is becoming increasingly true
in Europe too Now I do not myself think
that this attitude is merely contemptible, and
convicts the West of sheer materialism. I
believe that, under ail this, hardly conscious
of itself, is a great impulse which may fairly be
called spiritual. The West is doing more than
it knows it is doing; it is endeavouring to lift
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